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MPs from this province say the
prime minister has pro-
rogued Parliament so his

government can sidestep contro-
versial issues.

“He’s just using it as an opportu-
nity to change the channel from all

the bad pub-
licity that we
were having in
the fall,” said
St. John’s East
NDP MP Jack
Harris. 

“It’s a con-
tinuation of
avoiding the
C a n a d i a n
people.” 

S c o t t
Andrews, the
Liberal MP for
Avalon, says
the move is
about avoid-
ing scrutiny of
the budget
deficit and
allegations of
t o r t u r e d
detainees in
Afghanistan.

“It’s all
about avoid-
ing the House
of Commons
when we have
the Afghan
detainee issue
hot and on-
centre,” he
said.

“Canadians
should be out-
raged at this
particular sit-
uation,” said
S i o b h a n
Coady, the
Liberal MP for

St. John’s South-Mount Pearl.
In a recent interview with the

CBC, Prime Minister Stephen
Harper said his government was
using the break time he requested
to “recalibrate its agenda,” and he
specifically mentioned the upcom-
ing budget.

Andrews, Harris and Coady said
that’s not a good enough reason.

“You can recalibrate the govern-
ment’s agenda by bringing forth

legislation in the House of
Commons,” Andrews said. “So
that’s a lame excuse.”

“It’s nonsense — governments
have budgets every year,” Harris
said.

Local parliamentarians aren’t
the only ones fuming over the pro-
rogation of the House. All three say
they have heard from constituents
who are less than impressed, too.

Coady said some of her con-
stituents are outraged.

“The reaction here is quite
strong,” Harris agreed. “I think peo-
ple are disgusted.”

Andrews said he recently held a
coffee shop round table discussion
on the issue.

“They just don’t get Stephen
Harper, why he’s doing this,” he said
of his constituents. “They would
like to know why they can’t pro-
rogue their lives.”

A Facebook group with more
than 200 members is planning a
rally for Jan. 23 in St. John’s and sim-
ilar events will be held in cities
across the country the same day.

The suspension of the session of
Parliament scheduled for Jan. 25
means the House will not sit again
until March 3. 

The prorogation also means
House committees will need to be
reconstituted with new chairs, and
progress will be erased on govern-
ment bills that have not received
royal assent. They can only be rein-
stated in the next session if the
House makes a decision to do so.
Private member’s bills are automat-
ically reinstated.

“Here, Harper has closed the
House of Commons right when we
are dealing with 36 pieces of legisla-
tion, some of which are really criti-
cal to Canada,” Coady said. 

“As a Canadian and as a person
that cherishes our democracy, I’m
quite upset about it.”

Even though the Governor
General’s approval of the prime
minister’s request for prorogation is
legal, Harris says the move shows
Harper isn’t respectful to the demo-
cratic process.

Harris and Andrews question
whether the power to suspend
Parliament should exist in its cur-
rent form.

“One person shouldn’t be able to
have the authority — when the
heat’s on — to be able to shut down
and get out of town,” Andrews said.
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Richard Murphy has been living
and breathing fire for more than

34 years. 
It’s finally come time to turn away

from the flames. 
Conception Bay South’s 57-year-

old fire chief plans to retire in a mat-
ter of days. 

He’s spent 18 months thinking it
over. It’s been a year and a half since
he had a heart attack and the many
years of smoke began to clear.

“It sort of made me wake up a lit-
tle bit and say, ‘This is enough. I need
to spend some time for myself. I’ve
been giving it long and hard
thoughts since then,’” Murphy says.

He joined the department as a
volunteer in 1975. His brother had
done the same a year before him. 

“He encouraged me to become
involved. At the time, the town had
nothing in the way of fire protection.
We were totally reliant on the city of
St. John’s.”

Murphy chaired the social com-
mittee, facilitated training programs
and took any courses that were
offered. Before long he was promot-
ed to captain, then to deputy chief.

In 1990, the C.B.S. fire department
changed from being a volunteer
organization to one made up of paid
workers and volunteers. They need-
ed a fire chief, and Murphy was up
for the job. 

One of his first tasks was to hire
six full-time firefighters. There were
seven in all. 

Today there’s 20 and they’re in the
process of hiring more so they can
offer 24/7 coverage to the growing

town. 
A firefighter never forgets his first

fire. “It was a house fire in Upper
Gullies,” Murphy said. 

“I was a junior member and we
just happened to be here at the sta-
tion this particular night. I jumped
into the driver’s seat after my captain
— who was Burt Martin at the time
— said, ‘You take the truck.’ It was
nerve-wracking, to say the least. I
was only a young man and I remem-
ber going up the road and my foot
was on the gas pedal and I was that
nervous it was shaking.”

Murphy says the protective gear
they had back then doesn’t compare
to what they have today. 

“All we had were canvas coats,
plastic hats, rubber gloves and long
rubbers. We were pretty wide open
to the elements. The lobes of my ears
would start to get hot and start to
sting and burn. If you were lucky
enough to have the hose you’d just
turn it around and wet yourself to
cool off.”

Murphy will never shake the
image of his first experience with a
fatality in the 1970s.  

“We found the baby’s father hung
on the stairwell banister. He tried to
get upstairs to get his baby and died
right there. When we went upstairs,
we found the baby in the crib. I
remember when we took the baby
out of the crib, the imprint of her
body was left in the blankets because
they were full of soot and where she
lay was clean. It was terrible.”

He’s heard people say, “You get
used to it,” but he says no one gets
used to that.

“I don’t care if you do it every day.
It affects you,” he says.

Murphy faced personal chal-
lenges in the past 20 years, but says
they only made his commitment to
the job stronger.

In 1997, the eldest of his two sons
was killed by a drunk driver. In 2005
his spouse of 13 years died of cancer.
He lost his brother in 2008.

“It was like it was one thing after
the other,” he says, shaking his head.

He said firefighting has helped
him come to grips with the fact that
life is unpredictable and he holds
onto the feeling he gets when a
tragedy is averted — whether it’s a
house fire extinguished in the nick of
time or a cat rescued from a tele-
phone pole. 

“I remember last New Year’s Eve
we had a house fire here in
Kelligrews and there was a fair
amount of damage done, but the
lady that owned the house was so
grateful. She couldn’t say enough.
She couldn’t believe the dedication
— 10:30 on New Year’s Eve and there
were 15 or 20 volunteer firefighters
on site. 

“That’s what makes it all worth-
while. It’s so rewarding when some-
one just says thanks.”

Murphy plans to take the rest of
winter off, but he won’t be sitting
still. “I do a lot of carpentry work. It’s
nothing for me to knock down a wall
or put up a wall. I enjoy work around
the house. I have a motorcycle and
last year we bought a new travel-
trailer…”

He also has a dog to walk. 
There’ll be nights when he’ll hear

the sirens and wonder what’s going
down, but he’ll learn to live with it.
“I’ve been at it for 34 years,” he says.
“You know I’m going to miss it.”

For 20 years Richard Murphy has been at the helm of the Conception Bay South Fire Department. He has come to the conclusion
it’s time to move on. — Photo by Gavin Simms/Special to The Telegram
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Hanging up his helmet
C.B.S. fire chief steps down after 20 years
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MPs pan prorogation
of Parliament

Rally planned for St. John’s Jan. 23

With winter driving season upon
us, many motorists across the

province have horror stories about
that great scourge of our public
roads — the pothole.  But if you think
you have had a frightening experi-
ence with tortured tarmac, read on.

Aunt Betty Slaney was born and
raised in the community of Britannia
on Random Island, T. B. Several years
back, when I interviewed her in St.
John’s, she carried strong memories
of growing up in Britannia.

Britannia is a picturesque com-
munity located on the wooded north
side of Random Island, looking out
across Smith Sound. Historically,
Britannia was noteworthy as the
home of the Currie family, who ran
the slate quarrying business across
the Sound, in Nut Cove.

Of course, in talking with Aunt
Betty about growing up in Britannia,
I asked about ghost stories.

“There were always ghost stories,”
Betty says. “Somebody always had
one that would rattle a few chains in
your head, but nobody you knew or
nobody you were sure of.”

The idea that ghosts were always
of people you didn’t know changed
when Betty’s uncle, Moses Currie,
passed away suddenly.

“He dropped dead with a heart
attack,” says Betty. “He died when I
was around 10 or so — 9 or 10.”

Moses Currie was well-known in
the community, and was part owner
of one of the local sawmills, some-
thing which were at one point com-
mon on Random Island.

“They all did their share of log-
ging,” says Betty. “I know he did,
because he was Grandpa’s brother,
and I know that he owned part of the
sawmill.”

The old sawmill was located
down in the cove in Britannia.  “Later
on, there was another sawmill there
that belonged to the Curries,” Betty
says, “but it was a different family of
Curries.”

The ghost story started when
Uncle Mose went out for a walk one
night, and never returned home
alive.

“There was a gate there, Uncle
Pierce’s,” says Betty. “There was a pot-
hole. He fell down and by the time
they got him home, he was dead.”

“He died in the pothole!” exclaims
Betty. “And after that, it was Uncle
Mose. Whenever any light shined on
that place, it was Uncle Mose.”

“We were all youngsters,” she says.
“Going home at night, you know, you
had to pass Uncle Mose to get home.
I was always inside before it was time
to leave. I was always inside! That
was always a worry.”

I asked Betty what it was like,
knowing the ghost of Uncle Mose
was lurking near the pothole where
he had died.

“I was scared,” she admits. “There
were no lights. When you went out,
you went out in the dark.

You either didn’t go out, or you
were scared and you went out and
had to have friends.  That was hard
because you were different ages, and
you had different times you had to be
in.”

The Hefferton Causeway has
linked Random Island to the main-
land of the province since 1952, and
power lines mean electric lights keep
the shadows at bay. But even today, if
one visits Britannia in the night, it is
easy to imagine what it must have
been like in Aunt Betty’s childhood.
It is a quiet place, of an evening. Only
a little bit of imagination is required
to conjure up the shadowy image of
Uncle Mose by the side of the gate,
ready to spook youngsters out past
their curfew hour.

I have heard a lot of ghost stories
from across Newfoundland and
Labrador, but I have never heard
anything to exactly match Aunt
Betty’s story. As far as I know, Uncle
Mose is the only Newfoundlander
who returns from the Great Beyond
to the land of the living, who chooses
to haunt a pothole.

As always, if you know of a story
that disproves my claim, or if you’ve
seen something spooky on the side
of the road, you can contact me c/o
The Telegram or by e-mail at
info@hauntedhike.com.

Dale Jarvis can be reached at 
info@hauntedhike.com.

BY ALISHAMORRISSEY

THE TELEGRAM

Walt Mills is the first to admit he’s
got big shoes to fill.

The new head of engineering for
the City of St. John’s starts his new
job today as his old boss, Art
Cheeseman, retires.

Mills says he knows the ropes,
since he’s been doing parts of the
job for the last 28 years.

“It’s a very interesting position —
there’s a lot of things on the go and
a lot of things yet to happen,” Mills
says. 

And it’s not like he was chosen
for the job because his office was
next door to Cheeseman’s. 

It was announced before
Christmas that he’d be the one get-
ting the job.

“We wanted to have a really good
long transition period. … I’ve gotten
to know him well,” says city manag-
er Ron Penney. 

“He knows the ropes, and he’s
dealt with developers and the
development industry, so he has
that side of it, and over the last
three or four months we’ve brought
him in on the other areas of his
responsibility.”

Penney acknowledged he’ll miss
Cheeseman, though. 

“We instantly clicked almost as
soon as I came here, 16 years ago,
and we’ve become very close col-

leagues and very good friends and
I’ll miss him terribly.”

Cheeseman, who retired officially
Friday after 34 years with the city,
was given a hearty round of applause
at his last city council meeting.

Mills will now take over that
responsibility and plans to attend
each weekly meeting starting
Monday.

Mills started his career with the
provincial government’s Transpor-
tation Department and later began
working with the city’s transporta-
tion department.

He says there won’t be much of a
difference in management style
once he starts running the engi-
neering department.

“I’ve been working with Art …
door to door with him now for 18
years, so through osmosis we’ve
probably acquired some of (each)
other’s characteristics, you know.
We get along really well, so I would
say we have the same personality.
We’re pretty easygoing cats,” Mill
says. 

“Art’s left the city in great shape.”
When it comes to his life outside

the bunker, Mills says he’s a pretty
boring guy, with no special hobbies
or interests. 

He’s married and says he’s “suc-
cessfully launched” a grown son
and daughter into the world.

amorrissey@thetelegram.com
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City’s new head of engineering 

plans to pick up where boss left off Newfoundland
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